READING Strategy — Frayer Model

Reading component Vocabulary

Overview of the strategy

The Frayer Model is a word categorization activity. Students analyze words based on their attributes. This is done
by selecting examples and non-examples of the concept.

Strategy procedure
1. Select a concept or word to be analyzed.

2. Demonstrate/model an easy word with the class, for example, “polygon.”
3. Complete the entire four-block graphic organizer together. (See figure below.)
4. Have students practice the strategy in pairs or in small groups, with vocabulary from the unit of study.
5. Share comparison charts with the class.
Definition Characteristics
(in own words)
e closed
A mathematical shape that is a closed plane * plane figure
figure bounded by 3 or more line segments. | ® more than 2 straight sides
e 2-dimensional
e made of line segments
Word
polygon
Examples Non-Examples
(from own life) (from own life)
e pentagon e circle
e hexagon e cone
e square e arrow
e trapezoid e cylinder
e rhombus
Source

o D. A. Frayer, W. C. Frederick, and H. J. Klausmeier, A Schema for Testing the Level of Concept Mastery,
Technical Report No. 16 (Madison, Wisc.: University of Wisconsin Research and Development Center for
Cognitive Learning, 1969).
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